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Hie aicicin, Book wv. (She: per fommance oF, Ene, Anteiaigenee, oz 


agencies: in the. investigation. ok ‘the. John. ce . Kennedy . 


“. ue : Ras, hy a. ane Picea 





_ Assagsinacion) of. the. ‘Senate “Select: ‘Cominittee, £0, ‘Study ee 


-Governmental ‘Operations, the. CIA, is: “criticized. for. its. Brew 


\ -: to Tee Ae Baka OS Re cera 


py Sys apparent! failure: ‘to: “fully, pursue. leads ‘surrounding. ‘the 


~ oon — Me i” abate Te oe a 
. = pears “ a oS 
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"assassination of President Kennedy. and ‘then: to. fully he 0 SES 


‘report £0" the Warren ‘Commission the ‘results. of the fin 
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vestigation they did undertake. = ca a: oe 
One such lead seseuesee was a reported five- ; | 

ete delay (6:00 p.m. 3 BoD. to 11:00 p.m. EST) of a Cu- a te 

bana Flight from Mexico City to Havana the evening of on 4 ! 

President Kennedy's assassination, November 22, (1963. | : 

(The Investigation of the neeee ease ion of President 

John F.. Kennedy: Per formance of tne Intelligence Agen- 

cies, Book V, Select Committee tO. Seudcy ee ee 

eneraeione 4703/76; Ds 30, Senate Report No. p45755.) 


The most intriguing aspect of the SSC account involved 


* 
re ee. 


the alleged delay of a Cubana flight. to await the arri- 
val at 10:30 p.m. EST of aprivate twin-engined aircraft. 
(Ibid. 00s) The aircraft Seon eGee an unidentified 
passenger who boarded the Cubana aircraft without cus- ° 
toms clearance and traveled to Havana in the pilot! S. 
cabin. (Ibid., 5. Biles) The source of that lead w was ane 
Italian mes Maes Mauri, who allegedly was on the — a 


eae same . “flight. tg 
Peis se sera 





oe 





oan the. ‘T9t7. Inspector “General. Report, “the” CIA ar) bee 


tempted: £0, refute: several, " inaccuracies’ es) the. Senate ee 


u 


Ped ae 


Select ‘Committee Eeport “regarding ‘the e-fatleged” Cubana 





“Airlines flight that is “apparently the only “follow-up by 00% 


j 
! 
‘the, Agency on ‘the ‘lead after the Senate ‘report appeared. aoe 
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The mie peetonteswexciis report corrected the state- 

j- 7 ment in the Senate report that the "Central fener tigen 
‘Agency had ea information indicating that a following. 
investigation was conducted to determine er a follow- 
ing investigation was conducted to determine the iden- — 
tity of the passenger and had no further information 

on the paeecnaee: and no explanation for why a following 
investigation was not conducted." (The Investigation of 
the Assassination of President John Ps Kennedys .Pertor- 
mance of the Intelligence Agencies, Book Vv, Select bone 
mittee to Study Governmental Operations, 4/23/76, p. 30, 
Senate Report No. 94-755.) The Inspector General Report 
stated that the Central Intelligence Agency conducted » 
- regular surveillance of Cubana flights, filing cable 
reports to a (Ihid., p. 11.) There was Snees 
unilateral. CIA surveillance” team (LEPIRE) that observed 


400 arrivals’ and. departures’. of. ‘Cubana. flights, ceporting - 


. we, rence ” F 18 one eth eh = ot Pe es 


Sort “any: uilusual ‘recurrences | and ‘providing: ‘copies: Of ‘Blight | 


sp ama BD “The Mexican government had its” 


2m ee y 





Sate a eo tat Tt NSA T. 





“own: “surveillance. ‘team. “(LrTeMPo) at’ “the airport’ which. pro 
“vided. the: CIA with photographs. of ‘passports: and: “copies, ee 
— ore passenger “lists: of individuals travelling to. Cuba. 
= eee a 
"5 - Oy pain Bog eet Ou 
Fa ie ICISSHt eoHion: fe ae! 
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pias. p. 11) In addition, ieriens eas operations 
(LIE SNVOY) against the Cuban Embassy provided transcripts 
See oneanes ions baeneen ee Cubana Airlines Office and 
the Mexican Airport Control Office. (ipadep. Te ds) 

The LIENVOY transcripts recorded a series of dis- 
-cussions eoneecnaae the status of the November 22, 1963 
delayed Cubana flight--when it arrived and nent ae de- 
‘parted. The transcripts showed that the aes arrived 

at hee at 1620 eave “aia times goed a1) be 
Mexico City time to Byes 5. eontusen ewes Cee ine 
(HSCA Staff Review of November 22, 1963 LIENVOY trans- 
cripts) Prior to ene arrival of the aircraft, one per- 
‘son stated that the aircraft was due at 1630 hours and 
"it will go" at 1730, eugeexine a quick turnaround that 
would have Poa sca antes ae and loading time, as well as 


Gaal ee serving of aircraft to a eo short period. (ibid. . 


ts 2 - 





“ss However, the only. key. report. on the: departure: of ‘the: ‘aire. 


ee toa ae ca ae . . oats = — ~ we 





coratt Has. ¢ a: ostatement: at. 2040. hours 


that the’ aircraft. 


! fas “pased | on. othe above. “(envoy was” ‘the ‘only record. 





‘that. existed in ‘the: CIA, “files: on the: arrival and ‘departure 


aoa we BUA ® dap 
“en LwiCiSSis ACCT T8 i3 
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times of the eipans ELALGHC). (Neither LIFIRE nor the 
‘Mexican surveillance team reported the arrival or depar- 
ture flights 6P ite NovenbEey 22; 1963 Cubana AieTines 
Lone to Cuba) then I1.G. concluded a nase were major 
differences between what the Senate Saidck eonnceee me 
ported about the alleged delayed Cubana flight and the 
known facts. (Ibid.,. p. 12) The Cuban aie aad on 

-the ground in Mexico City for a total of four hours and 
hous eon minutes. (Ibid. jon 12) It mais NOE delayed Pige 
hours as reported in Book V. (The Investigation of the 
Assassination pe nbec caer. John F. Kennedy, Performance of 
the Intelligence Agencies, Book Va sane Select Committee 
to Study Governmental Operations, 4/23/76, . 30, Senate 
Intelligence Report No. 94-755) inhliok ee ae 
parted at. (2035 hours Mexico eS a eee anes of 


“the- alleged arrival, at 2130 of a private flight, with, a 


che 


“secret: Spassenger. (bid. p. 30) “the: 2035. ‘departure, aif Op 


“the. “Cubana. flight. departed. at. 2200, hours. (Thid., Pe 231) 


Son ‘addition, the: at G! staff Concluded that: in “view oF 


io m 


“the surveillance | ‘coverage of ‘the ‘Mexican airport “Bye 


ed 


co 


“both, ‘thé GIA and Mexican government, it” was’ doubtful ‘that 
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the seaee activity involving the private twin-engined : 
rel Dag OF Gra iy 3 anit easseneee would have gone unnoticed or 
unrep eoneed had it occurred. ey yi CIA I.G. Report, 
TAB B, p. 12.) | 
Presumably, the discrepancies pointed Bie oe ae 
mnepector General are meant to explain the fact that 
the CIA dia not take more aggressive investigative 
steps to ascertain whether there might. have been some 
becuse ion beeen the delayed flight and the assassina- 
tion of John F. Kennedy. In that regard, the 1977 In- 
spector General report explains that ene Hesnes had car- 
ried the lead as far as it was able by reviewing the 
surveillance file of the LIFRE and LIENVOY operations and 
— - asking the exten Surveillance team {LITEME 0) anoud 
any strange occurrences at ne airport on November (22, 
1963, (cra 1977. Bue Report, p- 12 p ap: B. 3 However, et 


Soc the” cIA' Ss. ‘lack: of. access’ to further information about. ‘the. 


_sablegealy.< delayed. Cubana: “flight and” unidentified — 


~ 
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-most- “importantly, to, report whatever. information. it’ had | 


“ 
oa ~ 
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to. the Warren Commission. The: Inspector, General! 's become 
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to denigrate the value of the information provided on 
the unidentified alleged Cubana Airlines and unidenti- 
fied passenger do not diminish the ape eon negligence 
of the agency in seriously pursuing the information as 
it was received. The CIA is not to be faulted for. the 
"strength of its intelligence gathering, but rather 
Or “Ehe judgement. which kept that SUE e ee from the 
Warren Commission. (The Warren Commission was mandated 
; | bofeces on the strength of exactly that kind of informa- 
| tion.) 
| pens teS whee os now know about the alleged delay — 
. of the exens Airlines Piieue and the enrdeneieied ea6e 
: Sense: the Warren Commission may have wanted, to abrigate 
ty ue ene which would remain, and aa itself that 
: ; these circumstances aia not Cougs foreign involvement 
a Yn the “assassination. 1 The CIA “contributed ‘to ‘those 








re aadigiaat “suspicions. by, not airing the. matter, and. ‘explaining: ‘the. | 
ae “circumstances ‘which could: ‘shed: Light on. otherwise wee ey 
2 “CIA decided: to. forego: passing ‘information to ‘the Warren 
A ‘ x : uw a < | ae : 
3 tee Classification: 
ee a 4 
by et ie cr ad : 
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Commission out of a desire to not lay bare extremely | 


sensitive sources and- methods of intelligence. . The 


LIENVOY and LIFIRE operations fall within that category. 
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